MINUTES - FACULTY SENATE MEETING OF MAY 7,

1986

The meeting was called to order at 3:48 PM by Chairman David H.
Rembert, Jr.
I.

Correction and Approval of Minutes.

The minutes were approved as distributed.
II.

Report of Officers.

Provost Frank Borkowski reminded the Senate that a conflict
between the final examination period and the Metro Conference
baseball tournament was announced last fall and that this will be
the final year for such a conflict.
He requested faculty indulgence in being sensitive to this problem and for the players during
the examination period.
The Provost briefly commented on the Board of Trustees'
re ce ipt o f the Lightsey Commission Report and the 2001 Plan.
He
felt tha t the discussions of these reports were both constructive
a nd positive.
The Board seemed to be sensitive to faculty concerns and responses relating to issues raised within the reports.
At this time , the Board has made no recommendations.
Ther e were no qu e stions from the floor for the Provost.
III.
A.

Reports of Committees.

Facu lty Senat e Stee ring Committee, Professor Silvernail,
Secretary:
No report.

B.

Grade Change Committee, Professor Elfe, Chairman:

Pro f esso r Sharp, in the absence of Professor Elfe, moved
appro val of the committee report.
The report was approved as
distributed.
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C.

Curricula and Courses Committee, Professor Hark, Chairman:

Hark moved the approval of the report, section-by-section.
Sections I through V were approved as distributed. The Senate
received Section VI, Experimental Courses, as information.
Hark moved Section I of the resolution from Curricula and
Courses Committee (p. A-14, Attachment 3 of the agenda).
B.

Professor Trotter (MATH) moved to amend Section I, paragraph
This amendment, in the form of a handout, was seconded.
I.B.

Numerical and Analytical Reasoning--six
credits: MATH 122 or MATH 141*; 3 additional credits for:
a computer science
course, or a statistics course, or a
course taken from the Department-Of Mathematics (excluding MATH 100, 101, 102, 121,
122, 125, 141, 501, 502), or any of the
courses PHIL 110, PHIL 111-,-PHIL 511, or
PHIL 521.

There followed a lengthy (11 pages of typed transcript)
verbal session on the merits of the amendment. The session
included statements of agreement, of disagreement, of confusion,
questions of clarification, and a request for an "environmental
impact statement."
Professor Carlsson (BADM) called for the question and the
Senate approved the call.
By a hand vote, the amendment was
defeated and discussion returned to the original motion.
Pro fessor Sederberg (GINT) moved amending Section I.B. by
removing th e clause
• way:
MATH 121 and 122(or MATH 125 and
141 ) :
The amendment was seconded and discussion (5 pages of typed
manus cript) ensued. Several basic factors were clarified during
t h e d iscussion.
1.

Approval of the amendment could mean a de
facto 9 hour requirement in this group for
some programs.

2.

MATH 121 is c onsidered a college level (not
a remedial) course by the Department of
Mathematics, but it does include elements

*Stud ents may demonstrate the level of accomplishment for this
requir eme nt by means of advanced placement examinations; see
the secti o n on advanced placement in the catalog.
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that incoming freshman might have had in
high school.
In other words, it would be
similar to the foreign language situation
in the Fall of 1988.
3.

Only MATH, PHIL, CSCI, or STAT courses would
satisfy this requirement.

Rembert restated the amendment which would read: "Numerical
and Analytical Reasoning--six credits, to be earned in one of
the following ways:
122 or 141, plus an • •
"
The amendment was passed by voice vote.
Unidentifed Senator
requested an editorial change in amended Section I. B. to show
- - - PHIL (110 and 111 only) or • • • •
Hark said the committee would agree with this change.
cussion again returned to Section I amended.

Dis-

Professor Conant (MUSC) spoke at some length on lack of
fine arts in the core curriculum.
Professor Elliott (MUSC)
moved that Section I. C. be amended to read:
"Humanities and
Social Sciences--twelve credits, at least three of which must
be in History and three in the fine arts."
Discussion ensued with the main point of clarification
b eing that the interpretation of what is a fine art is left
to the deans as it is currently allocated in the Bulletin.
The question was called and approved.
By hand vote, the
amendment to Section I.e. was passed.
Profe s sor Carlsson (BADM) moved to amend Section I., first
line, to read " . • . requirements leading to the Bachelor of
Ar ts and Bachelor of Science degrees .
"
Aft er relatively limited discussion, the amendment was
defeated in a v oice vote.
Professor Mosher (FORL) suggested an editorial change in
Sec tion I.E., line 4, from remedial work in, to: equivalent
study of.
Hark agreed to this change on behalf of the committee.
Profe ssor Mould (SCCC), speaking to Section I.A., wanted
t o know how it was possible to exempt ENGL 101/102 without receiving credit.
\~
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Hark responded by noting a few transfer students, with a
D in ENGL 101 (or equivalent) might be allowed to take the
next higher level course.
Professor Bennett (MATH) wanted to know if that procedure
would apply in Section I.B.? He noted that as presently worded,
Section I.B. would be treated differently from Section I.A.
Hark asked if he would like to amend.
Bennett responded that he is not a senator and could not
make an amendment.
Professor Moody (MUSC), also not a senator, stated he would
like a senator to move striking Section I.E. as this paragrpah
would pose a major problem for music education students.
Professor Curry (MUSC) spoke against Section I.E., in
specifics and all of Section I. in general. His concern was
that all students in the University, regardless of differences
in disciplines of study and needs, would be forced to follow
a format that was in vogue many years ago when only a few
pe ople prepared to enter higher education.
Mosher (FORL) said Section I.E. does not impose a foreign
language requirement on any graduate of this University.
Goode (CHEM) wanted to know who would be responsible to see
that the students meet Section I.E.?
Hark felt that it would be the dean of the college from which
the student will graduate.
Professor Howard-Hill (ENGL) requested a ruling on the term
rNatur al Sciences" (Section I.D.).
Rem bert stated that the term would include life sciences.
The question was called and approved.
The vote included
action on Section I.A.--unchanged; B.--as amended and with editorial change; C.--as amended; D.--unchanged; E.--with editorial
change . By voice vote Section I. A.-E. (with changes and amendments) was adop ted.
Hark moved Section II. of the Committee report.
Professor Abernathy (GINT) moved to amend line one to read:
"Each college may distinguish •
"
By voice vote the amendment passed.
as amended was adopted.
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By voice vote Section II.,

D.

Admissions Committee, Professor Sawyer, Chairman:

Sawyer moved the report of the Admissions Committee (pp. A-1516) and then commented on some of the proposed changes.
Professor Howard-Hill (ENGL) suggested that the English proficiency test requirement be modified to exempt candidates from
English-speaking countries.
In addition; he spoke against the
requirement that a foreign student "establish their ability to
pay $11,300 for each year of study" and the submission of bank
statements.
Ms. Hayes (Director of Undergraduate Admissions) explained
that the monetary qualifications were mandated by the federal
government--the Immigration and Naturalization Service--and
must be met before a visa can be issued.
Sawyer accepted for the committee an editorial change in
paragraph 3 to read:
"International students, except those from
English speaking countries, must demonstrate sufficient . •
"
an additional editorial change in the same paragraph, sentence 2
was also accepted by the committee. The sentence should read
"An English proficiency test will be administered to (all) international students, except those from English speaking countries,
upon arrival at the University."
By voice vote, the committee report with editorial changes,
was accepted.
E.

Faculty Welfare Committee, Professor Burkhard, Chairman:

Professor Stravitz (LAWS), on behalf of the committee, requested the committee's report be deferred until the July meeting.
Rembert agreed to the request.
IV.

Report of Secretary.
No report.

v.

Unfinished Business.
None.
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VI.

New Business.

Professor Herr (BIOL) asked that the Senate express its sympathy to the family of David Dwight Husband on his passing. A
statement from the Secretary (prepared by Herr) would be sent.
Rembert so ordered the statement of sympathy.
VII.

Good of the Order.

Professor Charles Tucker, President of the AAUP, requested
that the following be entered in to the minutes:
The AAUP will hold its annual meeting June 1314 in Washington, DC at the Hotel Washington. The
meeting will include sessions entitled:
"Star Wars
Research, the University Campus and Academic Freedom,"
and "2001: An Academic Odyssey".
Professor Jan Kemp,
formerly of the University of Georgia, will be honored
for her efforts on behalf of academic freedom. Anyone wanting more information about this meeting please
talk to me after the meeting today.
In my short term as President of the local AAUP
chapter I have discovered that several of our younger
colleagues were given bad advice by their fellow
colleagues and some administrators. The inaccurate
information is that a professor in probationary status
can only grieve non-reappointment for a denial of academic freedom.
This is not true according to our own
Faculty Manual nor is it consistent with AAUP policies.
A professor in probationary status can grieve on the
grounds of a denial of academic freedom or inadequate
consideration of the unit criteria or the-use of impermissible criteria or a denial of-Procedural due
process or any combination of these grounds. The
reference for this is in the l May 1984 Faculty Advisory Committee report to the Faculty Senate.
Silvernail, on behalf of the Faculty Senate Steering Committee,
moved the following resolution:
WHEREAS:
That this will be the last meeting
Senator M. Glenn Abernathy will attend before his
retirement;
BE IT RESOLVED:
That the Faculty Senate of
the University of South Carolina extend its thanks
and appreciation for his service as chairman of
this body and for his continued strong leadership.
The resolution was passed by acclamation.
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Rembert announced that the next meeting of the Faculty Senate
will be 10 July 1986 at 3:00 PM in Currell College.
There was no further business and the meeting was adjourned
at 5:36 PM.
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